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" It is difficult between such an excess of praise on the
one hand and condemnation on the other to draw the hard,
clear line of historic judgment; it is all the more difficult
because that inner self-contradictoriness of Bonapartism,
that diabolic half-truth which we have so often signalised
as the characteristic feature of revolutionary despotism,
exhibited itself in the second Empire, with suicidal force.
The third Napoleon scarcely made a single statement to
which he did not himself give the lie by some contradiction,
either of word or action. Personally he was perhaps more
free from the dangerous passions which are the curse of
modern France than any notable man among his French
contemporaries ; yet that necessity for self-preservation
which was the very essence of his system incessantly impelled
him to goad on these passions ; and on himself and his house
'was fulfilled the Nemesis which was bound sooner or later
to overtake the frivolous arrogance of the whole nation.

" The greatest difficulty of all in the way of arriving at an
accurate political judgment springs from the social founda-
tions of the new French State. Class-selfishness has at all
times been the inalienable characteristic of all ruling classes ;
but, in the eyes of posterity, it never appears more odious
than when it has become a second nature, and so reveals
itself simply and unconsciously. The literature of antiquity
reveals unmistakably the intellectual arrogance of that huge
aristocracy which took as little account of the poorer free
men and the slaves as if they had been empty air. Very
few suspect to what a degree we ourselves are steeped with
the same sentiments. The middle classes, who rule public
opinion in Germany at the present day, regard freedom of
competition as being of the essence of social freedom, and
freedom of discussion as the first and indispensable condition
of political freedom ; and, after a series of memorable
struggles, they have outgrown their unquestioning faith in
the Church. To this frame of mind we owe the emancipation
of the peasantry ; it has made our educated classes the freest
and fairest of all the ruling classes of history. Yet a strenuous